workhouses; and their report was summarised as follows. They found (1) insufficient medical care and treatment ; (2) imperfect construction and sanitation ; (3) overcrowding ; (4) deficient means of classification. For the first point they found, in the large majority of cases, the medical charge of the workhouse was entrusted to an unassisted general practitioner, who was able to devote to the care of the sick such time only as he could spare from his private practice. As for the nursing, the deficiency was even more glaring. It was found that in the metropolitan workhouses 8,360 sick persons were attended during the day by 111 paid nurses. This would give one paid nurse to 75 patients; but this proportion would not represent the shortcoming adequately. No less than 24 of these nurses were employed at St. Marylebone and St. Pancras, leaving 87 paid nurses to attend to 7,840 sick in the other workhouses, which would give one paid nurse to 90 patients. As to paid night-nurses, in the whole of the London workhouses there were three; 38 of the 40 workhouses then occupied relied entirely on pauper aid during the night time. The construction of the sick-wards was nearly all of the corridor type, which allowed of no thorough ventilation. The third point, " over-crowding," was shown to be great, the space allowed per bed being 500 to 600 cubic feet, and in many cases less was given than the smaller figure. On the fourth defect mentioned, the separation between the sick and healthy was found imperfect; cases of infectious diseases were freely admitted into the sick-wards. I must especially point out the enormous amount of work they have to perform, and the great responsibility they have to bear. In some cases they have 500 patients to attend to daily; 50 or more of these may, perhaps, be suffering from acute illness. They have to admit new cases, to discharge those able to go out, to give lectures to the nurses, to see that the patients' diet-sheets are correctly kept, to keep up the medical books and registers, also to make post mortem examinations when they are necessary, and numberless other things connected with the medical branch of their duties. But, again, these officers have to supervise every detail of business that goes on in these infirmaries, and so fchey were altogether over-worked at present. 
